MAY 2014

e AN E-NEWSLETTER FROM THE RESPIRATORY CARE BOARD

Ts the practice off Extracoporeal Membrane Ovygenation (€CIMND) within the seope
ef pPredictice of G esppthale’ey catee pPredictitione’e?

Yes, the practice of ECMO is within the scope of practice of a licensed respiratory care practitioner.
Pursuant to a legal opinion from the Legislative Counsel of California, the practice of respiratory
care, authorized pursuant to Business and Professions Code section 3702, includes those functions
that are enumerated in the duties and responsibilities of an ECMO specialist. These functions,
duties, and responsibilities include, among other things, rendering of respiratory care services
associated with cardiopulmonary system functions, observing and monitoring a patient’s signs

and symptoms and response to respiratory care treatment and diagnostic testing, reporting those
observations and implementing the appropriate respiratory care protocols or changes in treatment,
and administering medical gases, evaluating blood gases, and administering therapeutic agents in
accordance with the order of a physician and surgeon. To view the full legal opinion, please visit the
Board’s web site at: www.rcb.ca.gov/forms_pubs/scope/1990_c_00.pdf.

Baccalawneate Pegree at the Commaunity College Level?

Senate Bill (SB) 850, introduced by Senator Marty Block eatlier this year, would establish a
baccalaureate degree pilot program within community college districts. According to Senator
Block, the State faces an urgent need to increase the number of Californian’s with four-year
degrees by 2025, necessitating an additional 60,000 baccalaureate degrees per year. Baccalaureate
degrees are currently being offered in community colleges in more than twenty other states. For
more information please visit Senator Block’s web site at http://sd39.senate.ca.gov.
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) ) . To receive important
Since launching the BreEZe system last October, nearly 5,500 . updates and i
respiratory care practitioners have created BreEZe user accounts. L el B e
With a BreEZe account, a licensee can renew his/her license in ] Board, visit [
real time, make a payment with a major credit card in a secure : www.rcb.ca.govand
environment, make an address change in real time, request a duplicate ¢ click on the “S}leFfibC .
license or out-of-state license verification, and/or file a complaint. . to0 Our E-mail List” ]
The Board hopes to add the function to apply for an initial license in | button. 1
early 2015. cecesescccscscsc s
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