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KAMALA D. HARRIS 
Attorney General of California
ROBERT MCKIM BELL 
Supervising Deputy Attorney General
KLINT JAMES MCKAY 
Deputy Attorney General
State Bar No. 120881 
California Department of Justice

300 South Spring Street, Suite 1702 

Los Angeles, California 90013 

Telephone:  (213) 576-1327 

Facsimile:  (213) 897-9395 


Attorneys for Complainant 

BEFORE THE
 
RESPIRATORY CARE BOARD
 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA
 

In the Matter of the Accusation Against: Case No. 1H 2012 497 

ARDEN MERIS CAMONAYAN 

5327 Townsend Avenue A C C U S A T I O N 
Los Angeles, California 90041 

Respiratory Care Practitioner No. 15496, 

Respondent. 

Complainant alleges:
 

PARTIES
 

1. Stephanie Nunez (“Complainant”) brings this Accusation solely in her official 

capacity as the Executive Officer of the Respiratory Care Board of California. 

2. On or about August 28, 1992, the Respiratory Care Board of California (“Board”) 

issued Respiratory Care Practitioner License Number 15496 to Arden Meris Camonayan 

(“Respondent”). Respondent’s license was in full force and effect at all times relevant to the 

charges brought herein and will expire on July 31, 2014, unless renewed. 

/ / / 

/ / / 
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JURISDICTION
 

3. This Accusation is brought before the Board under the authority of the following 

laws.  All section references are to the Business and Professions Code unless otherwise indicated. 

4.  Section 3710 of the Code states: "The Respiratory Care Board of California, 

hereafter referred to as the board, shall enforce and administer this chapter [Chapter 8.3, the 

Respiratory Care Practice Act]." 

5. Section 3718 of the Code states: "The board shall issue, deny, suspend, and revoke 

licenses to practice respiratory care as provided in this chapter." 

6. Section 3750 of the Code states:
 

"The board may order the denial, suspension or revocation of, or the imposition of
 

probationary conditions upon, a license issued under this chapter, for any of the following causes: 

" . . . 

"(j) The commission of any fraudulent, dishonest, or corrupt act which is substantially 

related to the qualifications, functions, or duties of a respiratory care practitioner. 

" . . . " 

7. California Code of Regulations, title 16, section 1399.370, states: 

"For the purposes of denial, suspension, or revocation of a license, a crime or act shall be 

considered to be substantially related to the qualifications, functions or duties of a respiratory care 

practitioner, if it evidences present or potential unfitness of a licensee to perform the functions 

authorized by his or her license or in a manner inconsistent with the public health, safety, or 

welfare. Such crimes or acts shall include but not be limited to those involving the following: 

". . . 

"(b)    Commission of an act or conviction of a crime involving fraud, fiscal 

dishonesty, theft or larceny. 

". . . " 

/ / / 

/ / / 

/ / / 
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COST RECOVERY
 

8. Section 3753.1 of the Code states: 

"(a)  An administrative disciplinary decision imposing terms of probation may include, 

among other things, a requirement that the licensee - probationer pay the monetary costs 

associated with monitoring the probation. 

"(b) The board shall not renew or reinstate the license of any licensee who has failed to pay 

all of the costs ordered under this section once a licensee has served his or her term of probation." 

9. Section 3753.5, subdivision (a) of the Code states: 

"In any order issued in resolution of a disciplinary proceeding before the board, the board or 

the administrative law judge may direct any practitioner or applicant found to have committed a 

violation or violations of law or any term and condition of board probation to pay to the board a 

sum not to exceed the costs of the investigation and prosecution of the case.  A certified copy of 

the actual costs, or a good faith estimate of costs where actual costs are not available, signed by 

the official custodian of the record or his or her designated representative shall be prima facie 

evidence of the actual costs of the investigation and prosecution of the case." 

10. Section 3753.7 of the Code provides that for purposes of the Respiratory Care 

Practice Act, costs of prosecution shall include attorney general or other prosecuting attorney 

fees, expert witness fees, and other administrative, filing, and service fees. 

FIRST CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE
 
(Commission of Fraudulent, Dishonest, or Corrupt Acts)
 

11. Respondent’s license is subject to disciplinary action under Business and Professions 

Code section 3750, subdivision (j) and California Code of Regulations, title 16, section 1399.370, 

subdivision (b) for commission of fraudulent, dishonest, or corrupt acts that are substantially 

related to the qualifications, functions, or duties of a respiratory care practitioner.  Respondent 

defrauded one of his employees by borrowing money under false circumstances and failed to 

repay it, causing this individual severe financial and personal injury and loss, including the 

foreclosure of his home.  The facts and circumstances are as follows: 
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A. At all times relevant to the charges herein brought, and particularly between 1999 and 

2006, Respondent was a licensed respiratory care therapist and owned and operated a respiratory 

care registry business known as PRN Staffing, Staffing PRN, or a similar appellation. 

B. In the course of this business, Respondent hired A.A., who was also a licensed 

respiratory care therapist. 

C. Respondent scheduled himself and A.A to work together at the same hospitals and 

over time, befriended A.A..  In the course of conversations with A.A, Respondent learned that 

A.A.’s wife had been killed in a traffic accident, and that as a result of an ensuing personal injury 

settlement, A.A had paid off his home and debts. 

D. Respondent then began to urge A.A. to borrow money secured by his home and lend 

it to Respondent, purportedly to expand Respondent’s business.  Because Respondent employed 

A.A., A.A. felt compelled to do as Respondent urged, despite having grave misgivings about 

placing the residence of himself and his children at risk.  Therefore, on July 31, 2006, after 

borrowing money secured by his house, A.A. lent Respondent $100,000. 

E. In fact, Respondent did not intend to nor did he utilize the money as promised; 

instead, he immediately expended it for his own personal expenses and lifestyle.  He thereafter 

failed and refused to repay A.A. the borrowed funds, including but not limited to issuing checks 

on accounts with insufficient funds or which had been closed. 

F. When A.A. sought repayment, Respondent unsuccessfully attempted to discharge the 

obligation through bankruptcy, thus causing A.A. still more financial loss in defending his 

interests in that proceeding. 

G. As a result of Respondent’s actions, A.A. lost his employment with Respondent and 

his house to foreclosure, leaving him and his children destitute. 

H. Respondent misused his position as A.A.’s employer to victimize and defraud A.A., 

thus causing him and his children tremendous financial and personal loss and suffering. 

12. As a result of the above actions, Respondent’s license is subject to disciplinary action 

for fraud against an employee under Code section 3750(j) and California Code of Regulations, 

title 16, section 1399.370, subdivision (b). 
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SECOND CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 
(Fraudulent, Dishonest and Corrupt Acts) 

13. Respondent’s license is subject to disciplinary action under Code section 3750(j) and 

California Code of Regulations, title 16, section 1399.370, subdivision (b), for fraudulent, 

dishonest and corrupt actions against an employee in the course of operating a physical therapy 

registry.  Respondent misused his position as A.A.’s employer to induce A.A. to lend Respondent 

money, diverted said funds to his own use, and then failed to repay it, financially devastating 

A.A. and his children.  

14. Respondent was able to obtain the money only due to his position as A.A.’s employer 

and therefore committed said acts within the course and scope of his business. These actions are 

fraudulent, dishonest, corrupt and unethical under any construction of California law and thus 

subject Respondent to discipline.  

PRAYER 

WHEREFORE, Complainant requests that a hearing be held on the matters herein alleged, 

and that following the hearing, the Board issue a decision: 

1. Revoking or suspending Respiratory Care Practitioner License Number 15496, issued 

to Respondent Arden Meris Camonayan;

 2. Ordering Arden Meris Camonayan to pay the Board the costs of the investigation and 

enforcement of this case, and if placed on probation, the costs of probation monitoring; and 

3. Taking such other and further action as deemed necessary and proper. 

DATED: July 23, 2013 Original Signed by Liane Freels for: 
STEPHANIE NUNEZ 
Executive Officer 
Respiratory Care Board of California 
State of California 
Complainant 

LA2013608201 
61016129.docx 
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