
Respiratory Care Board of California
3750 Rosin Court, Suite 100, Sacramento, CA  95834

Board Meeting Agenda
October 7, 2016
1747 N. Market Blvd.

NORTH Building-Room 186
(Headquarters 2 Hearing Room)

Sacramento, CA  95834

10:00 a.m.        Call to Order and Establishment of Quorum 

 1. Public Comment 
  Public comment will be accepted after each agenda item and toward the 
  end of the agenda for public comment not related to any particular 
  agenda item.  The President may set a time limit for public comment as 
  needed.

 2. Approval of June 24, 2016 Teleconference Meeting Minutes 

 3. RCP Workforce Study Update (Alan Roth; Thomas Wagner)

 4. Fiscal Review: Revenues, Expenditures and Fund Condition

 5. Consideration to Amend Section 1399.395 of Division 13.6 of 
  Title 16 of the California Code of Regulations to Increase Fees

 6. Sunset Review Update

 7. Enforcement Performance Measures and Statistics - Review

 8. Legislative Update
  a.  Legislation of Interest
       SB 66, SB 547, SB 1155, SB 1194, SB 1334, SB 1348
       AB 1939, AB 2079, AB 2606, AB 2701
  b.  2016 Board Co-Sponsored Legislation:  AB 923
  c.  HR 2948, Medicare Telehealth Parity Act: Consideration to Support

 9. Consideration for Approval of Updated Law and Professional 
  Ethics Continuing Education Course Provided by The California 
  Society for Respiratory Care 

 10. Election of Officers for 2017

 11. 2017 Meeting Dates:  Calendar

 12. Public Comment on Items Not on the Agenda

 13. Future Agenda Items

 Return to Open Public Session

    Adjournment

Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr.
State of California

Alexis Podesta, Acting Secretary
Business, Consumer Services

and Housing Agency

Awet Kidane, Director
Department of Consumer Affairs

Alan Roth, MS, MBA, RRT-NPS, FAARC, FCCP
President

Thomas Wagner, BS, RRT, FAARC
Vice-President

Mary Ellen Early
Member

Rebecca F. Franzoia
Member

Mark Goldstein, MBA, BS, RRT
Member

Michael Hardeman 
Member

Ronald H. Lewis, MD
Member

Judy McKeever, RCP
Member

Laura C. Romero, PhD
Member

Toll Free:  (866) 375-0386
Website:  www.rcb.ca.gov

Mission
“To protect and serve consumers by 
licensing qualified respiratory care 

practitioners, enforcing the provisions 
of the Respiratory Care Practice 
Act, expanding the availability of 

respiratory care services, increasing 
public awareness of the profession, 

and supporting the development 
and education of respiratory care 

practitioners.”  

∙ Closed Session ∙
[Not Open to the Public]

The Board will convene into Closed Session, as authorized by Government
Code section 11126(c), subdivision (3), to deliberate on disciplinary matters including

petitions for reconsideration, stipulations, and proposed decisions.



NOTICE

This meeting will be Webcast, provided there are no unforeseen technical difficulties.
To view the Webcast, please visit http://thedcapage.wordpress.com/webcasts/

Action may be taken on any item on the agenda. Time and order of agenda items are subject to change at the discretion 
of the President.  Meetings of the Respiratory Care Board are open to the public except when specifically noticed 
otherwise in accordance with the Open Meeting Act.  In addition to the agenda item which addresses public comment, 
the audience will be given appropriate opportunities to comment on any issue before the Board, but the President may, 
at his discretion, apportion available time among those who wish to speak.  

The meeting is accessible to the physically disabled. A person who needs a disability-related accommodation or 
modification in order to participate in the meeting may make a request by contacting Paula Velasquez at (916) 999-2190 
or sending a written request to: Paula Velasquez, Respiratory Care Board, 3750 Rosin Court, Suite 100, Sacramento, 
CA 95834.  Providing your request at least nine (9) business days before the meeting will help ensure availability of the 
requested accommodation.
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PUBLIC SESSION MINUTES 10 
 11 

June 24, 2016 12 
 13 

TELEPHONE CONFERENCE LOCATIONS 14 
 15 

Respiratory Care Board 16 
3750 Rosin Court, Suite 100, Sacramento, CA 95834 17 

 18 
South San Francisco Main Library 19 

840 West Orange Avenue, South San Francisco, CA  94082 20 
 21 

District Office of Assemblyman Chad Mayes 22 
41608 Indian Trail, Suite 1, Rancho Mirage, CA  92270 23 

 24 
Ohlone College, Health Science & Env. Studies Dept. 25 

39399 Cherry Street, Room NC 2200, Newark, CA  94560 26 
 27 

Evanston Public Library 28 
1703 Orrington Avenue, Evanston, IL  60201 29 

 30 
 31 

 Members Present: Thomas Wagner, BS, RRT, FAARC, Vice President (Newark) 32 
    Mary Ellen Early (Evanston, IL) 33 
    Rebecca Franzoia (Sacramento) 34 
     Mark Goldstein, MBA, RRT (Sacramento) 35 
    Michael Hardeman (San Francisco) 36 
    Ronald Lewis, M.D. (Rancho Mirage) 37 
    Judy McKeever, RCP, RRT (San Francisco) 38 
            39 
          Staff Present: Kelsey Pruden, Legal Counsel (Sacramento) 40 
     Jason Hurtado, Legal Counsel (Sacramento) 41 
     Stephanie Nunez, Executive Officer (Sacramento) 42 
    Christine Molina, Staff Services Manager (Sacramento) 43 
     44 
         45 

CALL TO ORDER 46 
 47 
The Public Session was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by Vice President Wagner. Roll call was taken 48 
and a quorum was established.  Mark Goldstein arrived at 10:22 a.m.  49 
 50 
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PUBLIC COMMENT 1 
 2 

Vice President Wagner explained that public comment would be allowed on agenda items, as those 3 
items are discussed by the Board during the meeting.  He added that under the Bagley-Keene Open 4 
Meeting Act, the Board may not take action on items raised by public comment that are not on the 5 
Agenda, other than to decide whether to schedule that item for a future meeting.   6 
 7 
 8 

2. APPROVAL OF MARCH 11, 2016 MINUTES 9 
(this item was tabled and discussed after Item 4, and the arrival of 10 

Mark Goldstein, to ensure a quorum of voting members were present) 11 
 12 
Dr. Lewis motioned to approve the March 11, 2016 Public Session minutes as written.  Mr. Hardeman 13 
seconded the motion. 14 
 15 
Request for Public Comment: 16 
 17 
No public comment  18 
 19 
M/Lewis /S/Hardeman 20 
Roll call vote.  Ayes: Wagner, Early, Goldstein, Hardeman, Lewis 21 
Abstain:  Franzoia, McKeever 22 
MOTION PASSED 23 
 24 
 25 

3. STATUS UPDATES 26 
(Nunez) 27 

 28 
a. Legislation AB 923 and SB 1334: 29 
 30 
Ms. Nunez gave a legislative update.  She indicated AB 923 is currently in the Senate, and that due to 31 
recent amendments it would be going back to the Assembly Floor.  She added that the bill is expected 32 
to be on consent with the Senate.  She explained that SB 1334, which the Executive Committee 33 
elected to support after the last Board meeting, was amended and has since died. This bill dealt with 34 
human trafficking and expanded the requirements for a health practitioner to make a report to a law 35 
enforcement agency. 36 
 37 
b. Little Hoover Commission Review 38 
 39 
Ms. Nunez stated the Little Hoover Commission is reviewing occupational licensing.  While the Little 40 
Hoover Commission is not trying to deregulate any of the professions, it is interested in getting 41 
barriers removed to create more opportunities and diversity.  She added the Department would notify 42 
the Board should any concerns arise, so the Board may not need to continue to follow this item at 43 
future meetings. 44 
 45 
Request for Public Comment: 46 
 47 
No public comment.   48 
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4.  WORKFORCE STUDY: UPDATE AND REQUEST FOR EXTENSION 1 
(Vice President Wagner) 2 

  3 
Vice President Wagner explained that UCSF is currently collating results for the Respiratory Care 4 
Workforce Study and is also in the process of doing personal interviews with Program Directors.  5 
UCSF has requested that the contract timeline be extended from August 31 to December 31, 2016. 6 
 7 
Dr. Lewis motioned to extend the deadline of the Workforce Study contract to December 31, 2016.  8 
Ms. McKeever seconded the motion. 9 
 10 
Public Comment: 11 
 12 
Michael Monasky RCP, who also sent electronic comments to the Board concerning the extension of 13 
the UCSF Workforce Study, stated two additional provisions should be added to the workforce study 14 
before an extension should be granted.  He stated there are significant and substantial differences 15 
between private for profit schools of respiratory care and public community colleges.  Mr. Monasky 16 
believes the scope of the workforce study does not address these differences.  He recommended that 17 
before the Board extends the contract, the board require the study provide breakout numbers 18 
comparing private schools to community colleges.  Because sub-acute, home health and public heath 19 
sectors appear to be growth areas for the profession of respiratory care, he further recommends the 20 
Board consider the application of this professional workforce study to cure an underserved, sub-acute, 21 
home health and public health environment and that these work sector elements be included in the 22 
workforce study as a condition of extending the contract. 23 
 24 
Dr. Lewis amended the motion to include delegating the Executive Committee to research whether to 25 
include the recommendations from the public comment into the contract extension. 26 
 27 
M/Lewis /S/McKeever 28 
Roll call vote.  Ayes: Wagner, Early, Franzoia, Hardeman, Lewis, McKeever 29 
MOTION PASSED 30 
 31 
 32 

5. CONSIDERATION TO SUPPORT “POSITION STATEMENT PERTAINING TO CONCURRENT 33 
THERAPY” BY THE CALIFORNIA SOCIETY FOR RESPIRATORY CARE 34 

 35 
Vice President Wagner motioned that the Board recognize and support the California Society for 36 
Respiratory Care’s (CSRC) white paper entitled “Position Statement Pertaining to Concurrent 37 
Therapy” for the purpose of educating the public, the licensees and facilities that such practice is 38 
unsafe and potentially harmful to the public.  Ms. McKeever seconded the motion.  39 
 40 
Public Comment: 41 

 42 
Ray Hernandez stated he spoke with the CSRC President Michael Madison who wanted him to 43 
reiterate the importance of this position paper and seek official support from the Respiratory Care 44 
Board.  The CSRC is also seeking support from other organizations to help move this forward and 45 
support safe practice. 46 
 47 
Michael Monasky read a statement agreeing with the CSRC’s position paper, stating concurrent 48 
treatment for unstable patients should never be stacked with treatments for other unstable patients 49 
and all patients requiring respiratory care are by definition unstable.  Mr. Monasky further stated that 50 
unfortunately, concurrent treatment is common practice.  He therefore believes it is incumbent upon 51 
this Board to exercise leadership and impose real and significant penalties for use of this practice. 52 

 53 
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Ms. McKeever stated she feels concurrent therapy is wrong and borders on illegal, as therapy is not 1 
just giving medication.  She added that providing therapy involves one-on-one time with the patient 2 
and that a therapist cannot possibly do that if he/she is providing treatments to 3 or 4 patients at the 3 
same time.  She added that hospitals are not hiring enough people and expecting staff to do as much 4 
as they can, as quickly as they can. 5 
 6 
Dr. Lewis inquired if the RCB already has a position paper on this topic or would the Board consider 7 
developing its own position paper. 8 
 9 
Ms. Nunez replied the Board does not.  However, she indicated the Board published an article in its 10 
newsletter a few years ago pointing out the Medicare fraud issue. 11 
 12 
Dr. Lewis stated he feels that guidelines and policies should come from within.  The Board should 13 
welcome opinions from outside organizations, but should release a position statement of its own.   14 
 15 
Ms. Pruden, Legal Counsel, stated this would be outside the Board’s purview.  The Legislature sets 16 
what the Board has authority to do. In this Board’s Act, the standard of care is not set by the Board.  17 
The Board would have to prove that concurrent therapy is negligent and outside the standard of care 18 
through expert testimony in order to discipline for concurrent therapy.  The Board does have the 19 
authority to educate for public protection. 20 
 21 
Discussion ensued. 22 
 23 
M/Wagner /S/McKeever 24 
Roll call vote.  Ayes: Early, Franzoia, Goldstein, Hardeman, Lewis, McKeever, Wagner 25 
MOTION PASSED 26 
 27 

 28 
6. CONSIDERATION OF CALIFORNIA SOCIETY FOR RESPIRATORY CARE’S (CSRC’s) 29 

REQUEST TO UPDATE THE LAW AND PROFESSIONAL ETHICS CONTINUING EDUCATION 30 
COURSE 31 

 32 
Vice president Wagner reviewed the proposed changes to the CSRC’s Law and Professional Ethics 33 
course for RCPs.  The changes included adding the “AARC 2015 and Beyond task force 34 
recommendations, CoARC regulations and minimum education requirements” to the “Introduction to 35 
Ethics of Professionalism” section as well as adding “Minimal Credential” and “Licensure requirements 36 
and CEU requirement” to Section IV covering Laws and Regulations Governing Respiratory Care, 37 
Respiratory Care Act. 38 
 39 
Mr. Goldstein motioned to accept the proposed changes, with the course content being placed on the 40 
next meeting agenda for review and approval by the Board.  Hardeman seconded the motion 41 
 42 
Public Comment:   43 
 44 
Ray Hernandez, chair of the CSRC’s Professional Advancement Committee, stated they wanted to 45 
get the content area presented to the Board for consideration.  He added things have been changing 46 
in the profession in a positive manner from a professional and respiratory care aspect.  The CSRC 47 
wants this course to always be relevant for respiratory care practitioners. 48 
 49 
Ms. Nunez asked Mr. Hernandez about the process to get the actual course content to be reviewed 50 
and approved by the Board. 51 
 52 
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Mr. Hernandez suggested draft content could be developed to be given to the Board for consideration 1 
prior to the October 7 Board meeting with a possible launch in January, 2017. 2 
 3 
M/Goldstein /S/McKeever 4 
Roll call vote.  Ayes: Early, Franzoia, Goldstein, Hardeman, Lewis, McKeever, Wagner 5 
MOTION PASSED 6 
 7 
 8 
=========================================================================== 9 

CLOSED SESSION 10 
 11 
The Board convened into Closed Session, as authorized by Government Code Section 11126c, 12 
subdivision (3) at 10:52 a.m. and reconvened into Public Session at 11:49 p.m. 13 
============================================================================ 14 

 15 
 16 

7. PUBLIC COMMENT ON ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA 17 
 18 

No public comment was provided at this time. 19 
 20 
 21 

8. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 22 
 23 

Mr. Wagner stated the next Board meeting will be October 7, 2016 in Sacramento.  No additional 24 
future items were identified. 25 
 26 
 27 

ADJOURNMENT 28 
 29 
The Public Session Meeting was adjourned by Vice President Wagner at 11:51 p.m. 30 
 31 
 32 
 33 
 34 
 35 
 36 
                                                                ______   _____        ____________                                                                                                                       37 
THOMAS WAGNER      STEPHANIE A. NUNEZ 38 
Vice President       Executive Officer 39 
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September 19, 2016  

Narrative Progress Report 

California Respiratory Care Workforce Study 

 

Period covered: March 1, 2015 – December 31, 2016 

 

Goals of study: 

Comprehensive analysis of key issues facing the state’s respiratory care workforce, 
as identified by the California Board of Respiratory Care. These include: establishing 
the baccalaureate degree as the entry‐level credential for respiratory therapists; 
allowing respiratory care practitioners to prescribe therapies (including medication) 
per protocol; how facilities supervise students during their clinical education; the 
impact of required professional ethics and law courses; the structure of continuing 
education requirements.  
 

Proposed study activities:  

 Conduct a literature review of scholarly work addressing the impact of 
respiratory care education on patient care 

 Conduct and summarize ten key informant interviews with directors of 
respiratory care 

 Develop, field, and analyze a survey of directors of respiratory care  

 Conduct a comparative analysis of respiratory therapy education curricula 
and standards of program accreditation that is focused on identifying 
content related to under‐emphasized topics and underdeveloped skills in 
new graduate therapists, as reported by respiratory care directors and 
managers.   

 Conduct and summarize five focus groups with currently employed 
respiratory therapists 

 Conduct and summarize ten key informant interviews with directors of 
respiratory therapy education programs.
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Project accomplishments since last update  

 The survey of respiratory care directors was closed and significant progress toward 
summarizing its findings has been made. One hundred and ten directors completed a 
survey, representing 165 different facilities. Approximately 68 percent of respondents 
are directors at either general acute care or pediatric hospitals. Ten percent of 
respondents represent the home health care space. Overall, we received survey 
responses from directors across a range of settings that include rehabilitation facilities, 
outpatient care clinics, psychiatric hospitals, and long‐term care/skilled nursing facilities 
– in addition to home health care and inpatient, general acute care and pediatric 
hospitals. We expect to deliver a draft of the findings to the advisory group for 
comments by the end of September.  

 Nine of the ten proposed interviews with directors of education programs have been 
completed; the tenth director has agreed to be interviewed, though a date has not yet 
been confirmed. Programs that have completed interviews represent a mix of public 
and private for‐profit institutions, and cover all geographic regions of the state. They 
include one of the state’s BSRT programs and one of the two‐year programs piloting the 
BSRT in the community college system. The audio recordings are being transcribed, after 
which we will begin summarizing key themes. We expect to deliver a draft of findings to 
the advisory group for comments by end of October. 

 The five focus group sessions have been scheduled to take place between September 
28, 2016 and November 4, 2016 in the following cities: San Francisco, Sacramento, 
Fresno, San Diego, and Los Angeles. Meeting locations for each city have been secured. 
Each session will host ten respiratory therapists working in non‐director/manager roles. 
A draft of questions to guide the focus groups was sent to the advisory board for 
comments and the question guide has been finalized. 

We implemented a multi‐part recruitment strategy which involved contacting all of the 
directors of RC services in the state for whom we developed contact information in the 
process of fielding the RC director survey. Each director was contacted and asked if they 
would be willing to forward an email to staff therapists at their facility inviting them to 
participate in the focus groups. In addition, CSRC agreed to send out a separate 
invitation to participate via its regular membership e‐newsletter.  

We asked all therapists who expressed interest in participation to complete a short 
survey we designed to collect information about their professional experience in 
respiratory care. The purpose of this screening survey is to ensure that we have mix of 
therapists in terms of age, experience, and clinical practice. Recruitment for the first two 
sessions in San Francisco and Sacramento is complete; recruitment for the remaining 
sessions in Fresno, San Diego and Los Angeles is ongoing.  

Each focus group session will be recorded. Transcriptions of the recordings will be made 
and summarized for key themes. We expect to deliver a draft of the findings to the 
advisory group for comments in late November.  
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 Work on the proposed comparative analysis focused on identifying content in 
respiratory therapy education related to those topical areas that respiratory care 
directors indicated should receive greater coverage, and the types of non‐clinical skills 
that respiratory care directors reported were underdeveloped in new graduate 
therapists, continues. As previously described, we are comparing the curricula of 
bachelor’s and associate degree programs in respiratory therapy. In addition, we are 
comparing standards of program accreditation in respiratory therapy with other health 
professions education programs including physician assistant, physical therapy, 
registered nursing and nurse practitioner. We expect to deliver a draft report to the 
advisory board for comments by end of November. 
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FISCAL REVIEW

Revenue Category 2014/15
Actual

2015/16
Actual

2016/17
Projected

Projected
Workload
2016/17

Current Fees
2015/16

Application (CA)
Application (Foreign)
Application (O-O-S) 
Renewal $2,156,020 $2,165,949 $2,185,000 9,500 $230
Delinquent Fees $63,480 $85,630 $82,340 350/4 $230
Endorsement $13,350 $13,125 $13,750 525 $25
Duplicate License $3,250 $3,475 $3,750 150 $25
Cite and Fine $30,469 $38,176 $40,000 var var
Miscellaneous $25,139 $23,996 $16,490 var var

Total Revenue $2,709,308 $2,710,498 $2,723,830

Expenditure Items 2014/15
Actual

2015/16
Actual

2016/17
Projected

Actual Exp. thru 
08/31/16

Budgeted
2016/17

Salary & Benefits $1,548,852 $1,612,713 $1,633,000 $268,547 $1,608,000
Training $380 $275 $3,000 $0 $12,000
Travel $17,316 $29,906 $35,000 $2,541 $42,000
Printing $19,431 $51,155 $30,000 $2,694 $28,000
Postage $22,464 $28,603 $25,000 $3,764 $41,000
Equipment $22,542 $2,320 $10,000 $0 $0
ProRata1 $625,438 $783,481 $809,000 $104,500 $809,000
Fingerprints $6,341 $7,695 $8,000 $0 $55,000
All Other Fixed Expenses2 $314,458 $387,013 $259,000 $30,309 $565,000
Division of Investigation $0 $78,674 $8,000 $1,334 $8,000
Attorney General $410,020 $428,872 $450,000 $59,588 $462,000
Office of Admin Hearings $44,516 $90,463 $100,000 $0 $137,000
Court Reporter Services $4,000 $12,475 $15,000 $322 $0
Evidence and Witness $39,191 $37,904 $35,000 $4,325 $32,000

Total Expenditures $3,074,949 $3,551,549 $3,420,000 $477,924 $3,799,000
1    ProRata includes departmental and central administrative services.

2015/16* 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19

$2,432 $1,795 $1,243 $395
$66

$2,710 $2,724 $2,807 $2,807

$5,208 $4,519 $4,050 $3,202

$3,552 $3,420 $3,799 $3,799

            Disbersements¹ $5
            Reimbursements ($144) ($144) ($144) ($144)

$3,413 $3,276 $3,655 $3,655

$1,795 $1,243 $395 -$453

6.6 4.1 1.3 -1.5
 

   ¹Represents State Controller Operations and Financial Information System for Caliornia disbursements
*   Actual

REVENUE

EXPENDITURES

$382,500 1,275 $300

            MONTHS IN RESERVE

            RESERVE, JUNE 30

$417,600
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            Budget Expenditure

            TOTAL EXPENDITURES

FUND CONDITION

            Beginning Reserve, July 1
            Prior Year Adjustments
            Revenues

            TOTAL RESOURCES

2  All Other Fixed Expenses include general expenses, communications, facility operations, data processing maintenance, consultant and 
professional services, examinations and Teale Data Center.

$380,147



FY 11/12 FY 12/13 FY 13/14 FY 14/15 FY 15/16 FY 16/17 FY 17/18 FY 18/19 FY 19/20
Totals of all 

data 
reported

October 2011 $22,809 $44,670 $63,979 $55,947 $58,732 $59,832 $40,334 $26,585 $14,178 $387,066

Mar-2015 $30,957 $28,149 $95,950 $107,545 $204,120 $216,682 not
reported

not
reported

not
reported $683,403

Difference $296,337

BreEZe Costs
History of Estimated BrEZe Costs for RCB Rollout October 2013
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Revenue Category 2015/16
Actual

2016/17
Projected

2017/18
w/Fee Increase

Projected
Workload
2016/17

Projected Fee 
Increase

Application (CA)
Application (Foreign)
Application (O-O-S) 
Renewal $2,165,949 $2,185,000 $2,375,000 9,500 $250
Delinquent Fees $85,630 $82,340 $89,500 358 $250
Endorsement $13,125 $13,750 $13,750 525 $25
Duplicate License $3,475 $3,750 $3,750 150 $25
Cite and Fine $38,176 $40,000 $40,000 var var
Miscellaneous $23,996 $16,490 $16,490 var var

Total Revenue $2,710,498 $2,723,830 $2,920,990

2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19

            Beginning Reserve, July 1 $2,432 $1,795 $1,243 $509
            Prior Year Adjustments $66
            Revenues $2,710 $2,724 $2,921 $2,921

            TOTAL RESOURCES $5,208 $4,519 $4,164 $3,430

            Budget Expenditure $3,552 $3,420 $3,799 $3,799

            Disbersements¹ $5
            Reimbursements ($144) ($144) ($144) ($144)
            TOTAL EXPENDITURES $3,413 $3,276 $3,655 $3,655 $3,600

            RESERVE, JUNE 30 $1,795 $1,243 $509 -$225

            MONTHS IN RESERVE 6.6 4.1 1.7 -0.8
 

2015/16* 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19

            Beginning Reserve, July 1 $2,432 $1,795 $1,243 $708
            Prior Year Adjustments $66
            Revenues $2,710 $2,724 $2,921 $2,921
            Interest

            TOTAL RESOURCES $5,208 $4,519 $4,164 $3,629

            Budget Expenditure $3,552 $3,420 $3,600 $3,600

            Disbersements¹ $5
            BreEZe Funding¹
            BreEZe Credit Card¹
            Reimbursements ($144) ($144) ($144) ($144)
            TOTAL EXPENDITURES $3,413 $3,276 $3,456 $3,456 $3,600

            RESERVE, JUNE 30 $1,795 $1,243 $708 $173
            MONTHS IN RESERVE 6.6 4.3 2.5 0.6

Each $25 renewal fee increase = $250,000 in additional revenue

Fund Condition - Full Budget Expenditure

FEE INCREASE - FISCAL REVIEW
Proposed renewal fee increase from $230 to $250

Fund Condition- Projected Budget Expenditure

$380,147 $382,500
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Revenue

$382,500 1,275 $300



Consideration to Amend Regulations to Increase Fees
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CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS 
TITLE 16. Professional and Vocational Regulations

DIVISION 13.6. Respiratory Care Board of California
ARTICLE 9. Fees

§ 1399.395. Fee Schedule.
The following schedule of fees is hereby adopted pursuant to sections 3775 and 3775.5 of the B&P:

(a) Application fee  $300

(b) Examination fee  Actual cost

(c) Re-examination fee  Actual cost

(d) Renewal fee (Inactive/Active) for licenses expiring on or after January 1, 2002   $230  $250

(e) Delinquency fee (not more than 2 years after expiration)  $230  $250

(f) Delinquency fee (after 2 years but not more than 3 years after expiration)  $460  $500

(g) Inactive license fee  $230

(g) (h) Duplicate license fee  $25

(h) (i) Endorsement fee  $25

(i)  Fees provided in subdivisions (d), (e), and (f) shall be effective July 1, 2017.
Note: Authority cited: Section 3722, Business and Professions Code. Reference: Sections 3775 and 3775.5, 
Business and Professions Code.

REFERENCE
BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONS CODE

Division 2. Healing Arts, Chapter 8.3. Respiratory Therapy
Article 7. Fiscal Administration 

§ 3775.  
The amount of fees provided in connection with licenses or approvals for the practice of respiratory care 
shall be as follows:
...
(d) For any license term beginning on or after January 1, 1999, the renewal fee shall be established at two 
hundred thirty dollars ($230). The board may increase the renewal fee, by regulation, to an amount not 
to exceed three hundred thirty dollars ($330). The board shall fix the renewal fee so that, together with 
the estimated amount from revenue, the reserve balance in the board’s contingent fund shall be equal to 
approximately six months of annual authorized expenditures. If the estimated reserve balance in the board’s 
contingent fund will be greater than six months, the board shall reduce the renewal fee. In no case shall the 
fee in any year be more than 10 percent greater than the amount of the fee in the preceding year.
(e) The delinquency fee shall be established by the board at not more than the following amounts:

(1) If the license is renewed not more than two years from the date of its expiration, the delinquency fee 
shall be 100 percent of the renewal fee in effect at the time or renewal.
(2) If the license is renewed after two years, but not more than three years, from the date of expiration of the 
license, the delinquency fee shall be 200 percent of the renewal fee in effect at the time of renewal. ...

3775.5.  
The fee for an inactive license shall be the same as the renewal fee for the practice of respiratory care as 
specified in Section 3775.



    
TARGET FY 

12/13
FY 

13/14
FY 

14/15
FY 

15/16

Intake
Average cycle time (in days) from complaint 
receipt, to the date the complaint was assigned to 
an investigator.

7 3 2 2 2

Intake and Investigation
Average cycle time (in days) from complaint 
receipt to closure of the investigation process. 
Does not include cases sent to the OAG* or other 
forms of formal discipline.

210 98 110 87 88

Formal Discipline
Average number of days to complete the entire 
enforcement process for cases resulting in formal 
discipline. Includes intake and investigation by the 
Board, and dispensation by the OAG*. 

540 583 563 604 538

Probation Intake
Average number of days from monitor assignment 
to the date the monitor makes first contact with the 
probationer.

6 2 1.5 2 2

Probation Violation Response
Average number of days from date violation is 
reported to date the assigned monitor initiates 
appropriate action.

10 1.5 2 2 1.5

* OAG - Office of the Attorney General

Enforcement Performance Measures
FY 12/13 - FY 15/16
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RESPIRATORY CARE BOARD OF CALIFORNIA

Respiratory Care

MAJOR ACCOMPliSHMEnTS 

•	 Successfully	launched	the	BreEZe	Licensing	and	Enforcement	System	
in October 2013, and modified business processes consistent with 
new system functionality.

•	 Finalized	a	Strategic	Plan	for	2013–2016,	including	updating	the	
mission and vision statements, and identifying strategic objectives 
in the areas of enforcement, practice standards, outreach, and 
organizational effectiveness.    

•	 Adopted	an	Enforcement	History	Web	Retention	Policy	to	establish	a	
maximum time period to post citations, fines, and disciplinary matters 
on the Internet.

•	 Established	a	routine	e-mail	outreach	program	to	inform	and	educate	
the respiratory community on current Board updates, trends, and 
news items related to respiratory care.  

MAJOR nEw lEGiSlATiOn OR REGulATiOnS 

•	 Pursued	legislation	Senate	Bill	305,	Lieu	(Chapter	516,	Statutes	of	
2013), to specify that any board under the Department of Consumer 
Affairs (DCA) is authorized to receive certified records from a local or 
State agency of all arrests and convictions, certified records regarding 
probation, and any and all other related documentation needed to 
complete an applicant or licensee investigation.

•	 Co-sponsored	Assembly	Bill	1972,	Jones	(Chapter	179,	Statutes	
of 2014), to establish the Registered Respiratory Therapist (RRT) 
examination as the minimum requirement for licensure.

•	 Initiated	the	rule-making	process	to:	clarify	that	the	Board	shall	review	
the driving history for each applicant as part of its application screening 
process; increase the number of continuing education (CE) units from 
15 to 30 and modify courses recognized for CE credit; amend the fee 
structure that more accurately reflects fees imposed by the national 
testing vendor; add a preference to applications from active military 
personnel and their spouses or domestic partners, and exempt military 
personnel who are called to active duty from CE and renewal fee 
requirements; and establish a process for temporary licensure for out-of-
state entities and personnel to practice respiratory care in California at a 
community (sponsored free healthcare) event of not more than 10 days.

Licenses and regulates respiratory care practitioners.

STAFF: 

16.4 civil service 
1 exempt

LICENSES: 

22,153

BOARD MEMBERSHIP: 

4 licensees 
1 physician 
4 public representatives

STRATEGIC PLAN ADOPTED: 

2013

www.rcb.ca.gov

2 0 1 3  /  1 4    A N N U A L  R E P O R T

138
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Summary of licensing Activity

Initial Licenses/Certificates/Permits

TYPE APPS 
RECEIvED

ISSUED REnEwED

RESPIRATORY CARE 
PRACTITIOnER

1,560 1,422 9,215

Licensing Population by Type

TYPE CERTIfICATES/
PERMITS

LICEnSES/
REGISTRATIOnS

APPROvALS

RESPIRATORY CARE 
PRACTITIOnER

N/A 22,153 N/A

renewal and Continuing education (Ce)

TYPE fREqUEnCY Of 
REnEwAL

nUMBER CE HOURS 
REqUIRED EACH 

CYCLE

RESPIRATORY CARE 
PRACTITIOnER

EvEry 2 yEArs 15

exams

PASS fAIL TOTAL

1,299 771 2,070

Summary of Enforcement Activity

Consumer Complaints—Intake 

244 RECEIvED  

18 CLOSED wITHOUT REfERRAL fOR InvESTIGATIOn

225 REfERRED fOR InvESTIGATIOn

1 PEnDInG  

Conviction/Arrest notification Complaints 

613 RECEIvED

612 CLOSED/REfERRED fOR InvESTIGATIOn

1 PEnDInG  

Inspections

N/A

Investigations

808 OPEnED 

811 CLOSED 

243 PEnDInG  

number of Days to Complete Intake and Investigations 

513 UP TO 90 DAYS

145 91 TO 180 DAYS

98 181 DAYS TO 1 YEAR

48 1 TO 2 YEARS

7 2 TO 3 YEARS

0 OvER 3 YEARS

119 AvERAGE nUMBER Of DAYS TO COMPLETE InTAkE 
AnD InvESTIGATIOnS

Citations and Fines 

79 ISSUED 

79 ISSUED wITH A fInE  

2 wITHDRAwn  

0 DISMISSED  

189 AvERAGE nUMBER Of DAYS TO ISSUE A CITATIOn AnD fInE 

Total Amount of Fines

$65,950 ASSESSED  

$1,100 REDUCED  

$23,593 COLLECTED  

R E S P I R A T O R Y  C A R E  b O A R D  O F  C A L I F O R N I A

Please refer to Page 9 for an exPlanation of the definitions and criteria for data rePorted in the enforcement section.
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Summary of Enforcement Activity

Criminal/Civil Actions 

1 REfERRALS fOR CRIMInAL/CIvIL ACTIOn  

1 CRIMInAL ACTIOnS fILED  

0 CIvIL ACTIOnS fILED  

office of the Attorney general/Disciplinary Actions

67 CASES OPEnED/InITIATED  

69 CASES CLOSED  

62 CASES PEnDInG  

number of Days to Complete Ag Cases

14 1 YEAR

38 1 TO 2 YEARS 

9 2 TO 3 YEARS 

0 3 TO 4 YEARS

0 OvER 4 YEARS

531 AvERAGE nUMBER Of DAYS TO IMPOSE DISCIPLInE 

Formal Actions Filed/Withdrawn/Dismissed

10 STATEMEnTS Of ISSUES fILED  

45 ACCUSATIOnS fILED  

11 RESTRAInInG/RESTRICTIOn/SUSPEnSIOn ORDERS 
GRAnTED  

5 STATEMEnTS Of ISSUES wITHDRAwn/DISMISSED  

0 ACCUSATIOnS wITHDRAwn/DISMISSED  

Administrative outcomes/Final orders

2 LICEnSE APPLICATIOnS DEnIED  

18 REvOCATIOn  

7 SURREnDER Of LICEnSE  

17 PROBATIOn wITH SUSPEnSIOn  

0 SUSPEnSIOn OnLY  

7 PROBATIOn OnLY  

7 PUBLIC REPRIMAnD  

2 OTHER DECISIOnS  

Petitions to revoke Probation Filed/Petitions and 
Accusations to revoke Probation Filed

8 TOTAL nUMBER fILED

Subsequent Disciplinary—Administrative outcomes/ 
Final orders

3 REvOCATIOn

4 SURREnDER Of LICEnSE

0 PROBATIOn wITH SUSPEnSIOn

0 SUSPEnSIOn OnLY

1 PROBATIOn OnLY

0 PUBLIC REPRIMAnD 

0 OTHER DECISIOnS

Petition for modification or Termination of Probation

4 GRAnTED

0 DEnIED

4 TOTAL

Petition for reinstatement of revoked License/
registration/Certification

0 GRAnTED

1 DEnIED

1 TOTAL

Cost recovery to DCA

$236,091 ORDERED  

$77,685 COLLECTED  

Consumer restitution to Consumers/refunds/Savings  

N/A RESTITUTIOn ORDERED  

N/A AMOUnT REfUnDED  

N/A REwORk AT nO CHARGE  

N/A ADjUSTMEnTS In MOnEY OwED/PRODUCT 
RETURnED/ExCHAnGED  

N/A TOTAL SAvInGS ACHIEvED fOR COnSUMERS

R E S P I R A T O R Y  C A R E  b O A R D  O F  C A L I F O R N I A

Please refer to Page 9 for an exPlanation of the definitions and criteria for data rePorted in the enforcement section.
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2016 LEGISLATION OF INTEREST
(as of September 23, 2016)

SENATE BILL 66 (LEYVA - D & MCGUIRE - D) 

Title:   Career Technical Educa  on
Introduced:  January 17, 2015  / Last Amended: August 18, 2016
Status:   September 9, 2016 - Enrolled and presented to the Governor 

Exis  ng law establishes various career technical educa  on programs, including regional occupa  onal centers and pro-
grams, specialized secondary programs, partnership academies, and agricultural career technical educa  on programs. 
Exis  ng law provides for numerous boards, bureaus, commissions, or programs within the Department of Consumer 
Aff airs that administer the licensing and regula  on of various businesses and professions.

This bill would require the department to make available, upon request by the Offi  ce of the Chancellor of the California 
Community Colleges, and only to the extent specifi ed, to the Chancellor’s offi  ce specifi ed informa  on with respect to ev-
ery licensee for the sole purpose of enabling the offi  ce of the chancellor to measure employment outcomes of students 
who par  cipate in career technical educa  on programs off ered by the California Community Colleges and recommend 
how these programs may be improved.

Exis  ng law requires the Chancellor of the California Community Colleges to implement performance accountability out-
come measures for the California Community Colleges Economic and Workforce Development Program.  This bill would 
urge the chancellor to align these measures with the performance accountability measures of the federal Workforce 
Innova  on and Opportunity Act.

Posi  on:  WATCH

SENATE BILL 547 (LIU - D) 

Title:   Aging and long term care services, supports, and program coordina  on
Introduced:  February 26, 2015 / Last Amended: August 1, 2016
Status:   September 22, 2016 - Vetoed by the Governor 

Exis  ng law establishes the California Health and Human Services Agency consis  ng of the Departments of Aging, Child 
Support Services, Community Services and Development, Developmental Services, Health Care Services, Managed 
Health Care, Public Health, Rehabilita  on, Social Services, and State Hospitals, among other en   es. Exis  ng law sets 
forth legisla  ve fi ndings and declara  ons regarding long-term care services, including that consumers of those services 
experience great diff erences in service levels, eligibility criteria, and service availability that o  en result in inappropriate 
and expensive care that is not responsive to individual needs. Those fi ndings and declara  ons also state that the laws 
governing long-term care facili  es have established an uncoordinated array of long-term care services that are funded 
and administered by a state structure that lacks necessary integra  on and focus.

This bill, among other things, would create the Statewide Aging and Long-Term Care Services Coordina  ng Council, 
chaired by the Secretary of California Health and Human Services, and would consist of the heads, or their designated 
representa  ve, of specifi ed departments and offi  ces. The secretary would have specifi ed responsibili  es, including, 
but not limited to, leading the council in the development of a state aging and long-term care services strategic plan to 
address how the state will meet the needs of the aging popula  on in the years 2020, 2025, and 2030. The bill would 
require the strategic plan to be submi  ed to the Secretary of the Senate, the Chief Clerk of the Assembly, and the chairs 
of specifi ed policy and fi scal commi  ees of the Legislature by July 1, 2018. The bill would authorize the Secretary of 
California Health and Human Services to accept grants or dona  ons, real or in-kind, to support the opera  on of the 
Statewide Aging and Long-Term Care Services Coordina  ng Council and the development of the state aging and long-
term care services strategic plan.

Posi  on:  WATCH
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SENATE BILL 1155 (Morrell - R) 

Title:  Professions and voca  on: licenses: military service
Introduced: February 18, 2016 / Last Amended June 23, 2016    
Status:  August 11, 2016 - Held under submission in Assembly Appropria  ons Commi  ee.  Bill has died.  

Exis  ng law provides for the licensure and regula  on of various professions and voca  ons by boards within the Depart-
ment of Consumer Aff airs. Exis  ng law authorizes any licensee whose license expired while he or she was on ac  ve duty 
as a member of the California Na  onal Guard or the United States Armed Forces to reinstate his or her license without 
examina  on or penalty if certain requirements are met. Exis  ng law also requires the boards to waive the renewal fees, 
con  nuing educa  on requirements, and other renewal requirements, if applicable, of any licensee or registrant called to 
ac  ve duty as a member of the United States Armed Forces or the California Na  onal Guard, if certain requirements are 
met. Exis  ng law requires each board to inquire in every applica  on if the individual applying for licensure is serving in, 
or has previously served in, the military. Exis  ng law, on and a  er July 1, 2016, requires a board within the Department 
of Consumer Aff airs to expedite, and authorizes a board to assist, the ini  al licensure process for an applicant who has 
served as an ac  ve duty member of the United States Armed Forces and was honorably discharged.

This bill, on and a  er January 1, 2018, would require every board within the Department of Consumer Aff airs to grant a 
fee waiver for the applica  on for and the issuance of an ini  al license to an applicant who supplies sa  sfactory evidence, 
as defi ned, to the board that the applicant has served as an ac  ve duty member of the California Na  onal Guard or the 
United States Armed Forces and was honorably discharged. The bill would require that a veteran be granted only one fee 
waiver, except as specifi ed.

Posi  on:  SUPPORT

SENATE BILL 1194 (Hill - D) 

Title:  Professions and voca  ons: board ac  ons and regula  ons
Introduced: February 18, 2016 / Last Amended: August 19, 2016    
Status:  August 24, 2016 - Hearing before Assembly B&P cancelled at the request of the author.  Bill has died.

Exis  ng law provides for the licensure and regula  on of various professions and voca  ons by boards within the 
Department of Consumer Aff airs and authorizes those boards to adopt regula  ons to enforce the laws pertaining to 
the profession and voca  on for which they have jurisdic  on. Exis  ng law makes decisions of any board within the 
department pertaining to se   ng standards, conduc  ng examina  ons, passing candidates, and revoking licenses fi nal, 
except as specifi ed, and provides that those decisions are not subject to review by the Director of Consumer Aff airs. 

Exis  ng law authorizes the director to audit and review certain inquiries and complaints regarding licensees, including 
the dismissal of a disciplinary case. Exis  ng law requires the director to annually report to the chairpersons of certain 
commi  ees of the Legislature informa  on regarding fi ndings from any audit, review, or monitoring and evalua  on. 

Exis  ng law authorizes the director to contract for services of experts and consultants where necessary. Exis  ng law 
requires regula  ons, except those pertaining to examina  ons and qualifi ca  ons for licensure and fee changes proposed 
or promulgated by a board within the department, to comply with certain requirements before the regula  on or fee 
change can take eff ect, including that the director is required to be no  fi ed of the rule or regula  on and given 30 days to 
disapprove the regula  on.

Exis  ng law prohibits a rule or regula  on that is disapproved by the director from having any force or eff ect unless the 
director’s disapproval is overridden by a unanimous vote of the members of the board, as specifi ed.

This bill would instead authorize the director, upon his or her own ini  a  ve, and require the director upon the request 
of the board making the decision or the Legislature, to review any nonministerial market-sensi  ve ac  on, except as 
specifi ed, of a board within the department to determine whether it furthers a clearly ar  culated and affi  rma  vely 
expressed state policy and to approve, disapprove, or recommend modifi ca  ons of the board ac  on, as specifi ed. The bill 
would require the director to issue and post on the department’s Internet Web site his or her fi nal wri  en decision and 
the reasons for the decision. The bill would, commencing on March 1, 2017, require the director to annually report to 
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the chairs of specifi ed commi  ees of the Legislature informa  on regarding the director’s disapprovals and recommended 
modifi ca  ons of board ac  ons. The bill would require the director to review rules or regula  ons, as described above, 
within 60 days. The bill would require the director to disapprove a proposed rule or regula  on that is a market-sensi  ve 
ac  on that does not further clearly ar  culated and affi  rma  vely expressed state policy and authorize him or her to 
recommend modifi ca  ons.

The Government Claims Act, except as provided, requires a public en  ty to pay any judgment or any compromise or 
se  lement of a claim or ac  on against an employee or former employee of the public en  ty if the employee or former 
employee requests the public en  ty to defend him or her against any claim or ac  on against him or her for an injury 
arising out of an act or omission occurring within the scope of his or her employment as an employee of the public 
en  ty, the request is made in wri  ng not less than 10 days before the day of trial, and the employee or former employee 
reasonably cooperates in good faith in the defense of the claim or ac  on. That act prohibits the payment of puni  ve or 
exemplary damages by a public en  ty, except as specifi ed.

This bill would require a public en  ty to pay a judgment or se  lement for treble damage an  trust awards against a 
member of a regulatory board for an act or omission occurring within the scope of his or her employment as a member 
of a regulatory board. The bill would specify that treble damages awarded pursuant to a specifi ed federal law for 
viola  on of another federal law are not puni  ve or exemplary damages within the Government Claims Act.

Posi  on:  WATCH

SENATE BILL 1334 (Stone - R)

Title:   Crime Repor  ng:  Health Prac   oners: Reports 
Introduced:  February 19, 2016  / Last Amended: April 19, 2016
Status:   May 27, 2106  - Held in Senate Appropria  ons: Bill has died.

Exis  ng law requires a health prac   oner, as specifi ed, who, in his or her professional capacity or within the scope of his 
or her employment, provides medical services to a pa  ent who he or she knows, or reasonably suspects, has suff ered 
from a wound or other physical injury where the injury is by means of a fi rearm or is the result of assaul  ve or abusive 
conduct, to make a report to a law enforcement agency, as specifi ed. Exis  ng law defi nes “assaul  ve or abusive conduct” 
for these purposes as a viola  on of specifi ed crimes. Under exis  ng law, a viola  on of this provision is a crime.

This bill would require a health care prac   oner who provides medical services to a pa  ent who discloses that he or 
she is seeking treatment due to being the vic  m of assaul  ve or abusive conduct, to addi  onally make a report to a 
law enforcement agency.  By increasing the scope of an exis  ng crime, this bill would impose a state-mandated local 
program.

Posi  on: SUPPORT

SENATE BILL 1348 (Cannella - R)

Title:  Licensure applica  ons: military experience
Introduced: February 19, 2016
Status:  August 22, 2016 - Signed by the Governor, Chapter 174 (Statutes of 2016)

Exis  ng law provides for the licensure and regula  on of various professions and voca  ons by boards within the 
Department of Consumer Aff airs. Exis  ng law requires each board to inquire in every applica  on for licensure if the 
individual applying for licensure is serving in, or has previously served in, the military.

This bill would require each board, with a governing law authorizing veterans to apply military experience and training 
towards licensure requirements, to post informa  on on the board’s Internet Web site about the ability of veteran 
applicants to apply their military experience and training towards licensure requirements.

Posi  on:  WATCH
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ASSEMBLY BILL 1939 (Pa  erson - R)

Title:  Licensing Requirements
Introduced: February 12, 2016 / Last Amended April 12, 2016
Status:  May 27, 2016 - Held under submission in Assembly B&P Commi  ee.  Bill has died.

Under exis  ng law, the Department of Consumer Aff airs is comprised of various boards, bureaus, commissions, 
commi  ees, and similarly cons  tuted agencies that license and regulate the prac  ce of various professions and 
voca  ons for the purpose of protec  ng the people of California. Exis  ng law requires each of these en   es to submit 
annually to the director of the department its methods for ensuring that every licensing examina  on it administers is 
subject to periodic evalua  on.

This bill would require the Legisla  ve Analyst’s Offi  ce to conduct a study and submit to the Legislature and the 
department by July 1, 2017, a report iden  fying, exploring, and addressing occupa  onal licensing requirements that 
create unnecessary barriers to labor market entry or mobility. The bill would repeal this requirement on January 1, 2021.

Posi  on:  WATCH

ASSEMBLY BILL 2079 (Calderon - D)

Title:  Skilled nursing facili  es: staffi  ng.
Introduced: February 17, 2016 / Last Amended August 15, 2016
Status:  August 25, 2016 -  Ordered to inac  ve fi le.  Bill has died.   

Exis  ng law provides for the licensure and regula  on by the State Department of Public Health of health facili  es, 
including skilled nursing facili  es. Exis  ng law requires the department to develop regula  ons that become eff ec  ve 
August 1, 2003, that establish staff -to-pa  ent ra  os for direct caregivers working in a skilled nursing facility, as specifi ed, 
and requires that skilled nursing facili  es have a minimum of 3.2 nursing hours per pa  ent day. Exis  ng law requires that 
the staff -to-pa  ent ra  os include separate licensed nurse staff -to-pa  ent ra  os in addi  on to the ra  os established for 
other direct caregivers. Exis  ng law also requires every skilled nursing facility to post informa  on about staffi  ng levels 
in the manner specifi ed by federal requirements. Exis  ng law makes it a misdemeanor for any person to willfully or 
repeatedly violate these provisions.

This bill would replace the requirement for staff -to-pa  ent ra  os in skilled nursing facili  es with a requirement for direct 
care service hours per pa  ent day, as defi ned, which, commencing January 1, 2018, except as specifi ed, would increase 
from 3.2 to 4.1 hours on a specifi ed incremental basis by January 1, 2020.

This bill would require the posted informa  on to include a resident census and an accurate report of the number of staff  
working each shi   and to be posted in specifi ed loca  ons, including an area used for employee breaks. The bill would 
require a skilled nursing facility to make staffi  ng data available, upon oral or wri  en request and at a reasonable cost, 
within 15 days of receiving a request. By expanding the scope of a crime, this bill would impose a state-mandated local 
program.

This bill would also authorize the State Department of Health Care Services and the State Department of Public Health to 
develop regula  ons to create a short-term waiver of the direct service hour requirements for skilled nursing facili  es in 
order to address a shortage of available health care professionals, as specifi ed. The bill would require the waivers to be 
reviewed annually and either renewed or revoked.

Exis  ng law requires the State Department of Public Health to adopt regula  ons se   ng forth the minimum number of 
equivalent nursing hours per pa  ent required in skilled nursing and intermediate care facili  es.  This bill would replace 
the term “nursing hours” with the term “direct care service hours,” as defi ned, for purposes of intermediate care 
facili  es.
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Exis  ng law provides for the Medi-Cal program, which is administered by the State Department of Health Care Services, 
under which qualifi ed low-income individuals receive health care services. The Medi-Cal program is, in part, governed 
and funded by federal Medicaid program provisions. Exis  ng law requires the Director of Health Care Services to adopt 
regula  ons rela  ng to the nursing hours provided per pa  ent in skilled nursing facili  es.  This bill would require the 
minimum number of direct care service hours per pa  ent required in skilled nursing facili  es to be the same as the 
incrementally increasing rate as required above, except as specifi ed.

The California Cons  tu  on requires the state to reimburse local agencies and school districts for certain costs 
mandated by the state. Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that reimbursement.  This bill would 
provide that no reimbursement is required by this act for a specifi ed reason.

Posi  on:  SUPPORT IF AMENDED

ASSEMBLY BILL 2606 (Grove - R)

Title:  Crimes against children, elders, dependent adults, and persons with disabili  es.
Introduced: February 19, 2016 / Amended May 3, 2016
Status:  May 27, 2016:  Held under submission in Assembly Appropria  ons.  Bill has died. 

The Child Abuse and Neglect Repor  ng Act requires a law enforcement agency that receives a report of child abuse 
to report to an appropriate licensing agency every known or suspected instance of child abuse or neglect that occurs 
while the child is being cared for in a child day care facility or community care facility or that involves a licensed staff  
person of the facility.

Exis  ng law proscribes the commission of certain crimes against elders and dependent adults, including, but not limit-
ed to, infl ic  ng upon an elder or dependent adult unjus  fi able physical pain or mental suff ering, as specifi ed. Exis  ng 
law proscribes the commission of a hate crime, as defi ned, against certain categories of persons, including disabled 
persons.
Exis  ng law provides for the licensure of various healing arts professionals, and specifi es that the commission of any 
act of sexual abuse, misconduct, or rela  ons with a pa  ent, client, or customer cons  tutes unprofessional conduct and 
grounds for disciplinary ac  on against the licensee. Exis  ng law also establishes that the crime of sexual exploita  on by 
a physician and surgeon, psychotherapist, or alcohol and drug abuse counselor has occurred when the licensee engages 
in specifi ed sexual acts with a pa  ent, client, or former pa  ent or client.

This bill would require, if a law enforcement agency receives a report, or if a law enforcement offi  cer makes a report, 
that a person who holds a state professional or occupa  onal creden  al, license, or permit that allows the person to 
provide services to children, elders, dependent adults, or persons with disabili  es is alleged to have commi  ed one 
or more of specifi ed crimes, the law enforcement agency to promptly send a copy of the report to the state agency 
that issued the creden  al, license, or permit, except as specifi ed. The bill would require a state agency to priori  ze and 
process the report pursuant to applicable law in the same manner as similar reports received by that agency in order to 
ensure due process of law and equal protec  on of the laws. By imposing addi  onal du  es on law enforcement agen-
cies, this bill would impose a state-mandated local program.

The California Cons  tu  on requires the state to reimburse local agencies and school districts for certain costs mandat-
ed by the state. Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that reimbursement.  This bill would provide that, 
if the Commission on State Mandates determines that the bill contains costs mandated by the state, reimbursement for 
those costs shall be made pursuant to these statutory provisions.

Posi  on:  SUPPORT

Respiratory Care Board                                                                                     Page 5
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ASSEMBLY BILL 2701 (Jones - R)

Title:  Department of Consumer Aff airs: boards: training requirements
Introduced: February 19, 2016
Status:  April 5, 2016 - Hearing before Assembly B&P cancelled at the request of the author. Bill has died.  

Exis  ng law provides for the licensure and regula  on of various professions and voca  ons by various boards, as 
defi ned, within the Department of Consumer Aff airs, and provides for the membership of those various boards. 
Exis  ng law requires newly appointed board members, within one year of assuming offi  ce, to complete a training 
and orienta  on off ered by the department regarding, among other things, the obliga  ons of the board member. 
Exis  ng law requires the department to adopt regula  ons necessary to establish the training and orienta  on pro-
gram and its contents.  The Bagley-Keene Open Mee  ng Act (Bagley-Keene Act) generally requires, with specifi ed 
excep  ons for authorized closed sessions, that the mee  ngs of state bodies be open and public and that all persons 
be permi  ed to a  end. The Administra  ve Procedure Act governs the procedure for the adop  on, amendment, or 
repeal of regula  ons by state agencies, and for the review of those regulatory ac  ons by the Offi  ce of Administra  ve 
Law. Exis  ng law requires every agency to adopt and promulgate a Confl ict of Interest Code that contains, among 
other requirements, the circumstances under which designated employees or categories of designated employees 
must disqualify themselves from making, par  cipa  ng in the making, or using their offi  cial posi  on to infl uence the 
making of, any decision. 

This bill would addi  onally require the training of new board members to include, but not be limited to, informa  on 
regarding the requirements of the Bagley-Keene Act, the Administra  ve Procedure Act, the Offi  ce of Administra  ve 
Law, and the department’s Confl ict of Interest Code.

Posi  on:  WATCH



BOARD CO-SPONSORED LEGISLATION

ASSEMBLY BILL 923 (Steinorth - R)

Title:   Respiratory care prac   oners
Introduced:  February 26, 2015
Last Amended: August 1, 2016
Status:   September 9, 2016 - Signed by the Governor, Chapter 253 (Statutes of 2016)

This bill is co-sponsored by the Respiratory Care Board and the California Society for Respiratory Care.

Under the Respiratory Care Prac  ce Act, the Respiratory Care Board of California licenses and regulates the 
prac  ce of respiratory care and therapy. The act authorizes the board to order the denial, suspension, or revo-
ca  on of, or the imposi  on of proba  onary condi  ons upon, a license issued under the act, for any of speci-
fi ed causes. A viola  on of the act is a crime.

This bill would include among those causes for discipline the employment of an unlicensed person who pres-
ents herself or himself as a licensed respiratory care prac   oner when the employer should have known the 
person was not licensed. The bill would also include among those causes for discipline the provision of false 
statements or informa  on on any form provided by the board or to any person represen  ng the board during 
an inves  ga  on, proba  on monitoring compliance check, or any other enforcement-related ac  on when the 
individual knew or should have known the statements or informa  on was false.

The bill would provide that the expira  on, cancella  on, forfeiture, or suspension of a license, prac  ce priv-
ilege, or other authority to prac  ce respiratory care, the placement of a license on a re  red status, or the 
voluntary surrender of a license by a licensee, does not deprive the board of jurisdic  on to commence or 
proceed with any inves  ga  on of, or ac  on or disciplinary proceeding against, the licensee, or to render a 
decision to suspend or revoke the license.

Under the act the board may take ac  on against a respiratory care prac   oner who is charged with unprofes-
sional conduct which includes, but is not limited to, repeated acts of clearly administering directly or indirectly 
inappropriate or unsafe respiratory care procedures, protocols, therapeu  c regimens, or diagnos  c tes  ng or 
monitoring techniques, and viola  on of any provision for which the board may order the denial, suspension, 
or revoca  on of, or the imposi  on of proba  onary condi  ons upon, a license. The act provides that engaging 
in repeated acts of unprofessional conduct is a crime.

This bill would expand the defi ni  on of unprofessional conduct to include any act of abuse towards a pa  ent 
and any act of administering unsafe respiratory care procedures, protocols, therapeu  c regimens, or diagnos-
 c tes  ng or monitoring techniques. Because this bill would change the defi ni  on of a crime, it would impose 

a state-mandated local program. 

Posi  on:  SUPPORT

Agenda Item: 8b
Meeting Date: 10/7/16
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te
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e 
en
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 in
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ny
 p
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ie

nt
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os
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ta
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th
er

 re
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.
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  C

ha
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in
g 

th
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 p
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ur
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r f
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 d
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ce
iv

ed
,

w
he

th
er

 o
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l p
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at
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 p
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e b
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ou
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 c
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 d
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l, 

su
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 r

ev
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at
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n 
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en
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at
e.
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)  

(1
)  

Ex
ce
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 fo

r g
oo

d 
ca

us
e,

 th
e k

no
w

in
g 

fa
ilu

re
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 p
ro

te
ct

 p
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ie
nt

s b
y
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ng
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 fo
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n 
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nt

ro
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 b
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re
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 ri
sk
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g
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m
is
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 o
f 
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db
or

ne
 i

nf
ec
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 d
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ea
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 l
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e 

to
 p

at
ie

nt
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 p
at

ie
nt

 to
 p

at
ie

nt
, a

nd
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om
 p

at
ie

nt
 to

 li
ce

ns
ee

. I
n 

ad
m

in
is

te
rin

g 
th
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iv
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n,
 th

e b
oa

rd
 sh
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l c

on
si

de
r r
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ng
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e s
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, r

eg
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at
io

ns
,

an
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id

el
in

es
 o

f t
he

 S
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te
 D

ep
ar
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en

t o
f P

ub
lic

 H
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lth
 d

ev
el

op
ed

 p
ur

su
an

t
to

 S
ec

tio
n 
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50
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1 
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he
 H

ea
lth

 a
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 S
af

et
y 

C
od

e 
an

d 
th

e 
st

an
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rd
s,

re
gu

la
tio

ns
, a

nd
 g

ui
de

lin
es

 p
ur

su
an

t t
o 

th
e 

C
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ifo
rn

ia
 O

cc
up

at
io

na
l S

af
et

y
an

d 
H

ea
lth
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ct

 o
f 1

97
3 

(P
ar

t 1
 (c

om
m

en
ci

ng
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 S
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n 
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00
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f D
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is
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n
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 th
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La

bo
r C

od
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r p

re
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in

g 
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e 
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m
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f H
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ep

at
iti

s 
B

,
an

d 
ot

he
r b

lo
od

bo
rn

e 
pa

th
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en
s 
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ea
lth

 c
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e 
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A
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e
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l c
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w
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e C
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ic
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c
M
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f C
al
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oa
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N
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d 
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B
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N
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c 
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d 
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l s
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 li
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f 
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e
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of
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s t
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t r
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r m
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 d
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 c
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 c
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 c
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 c
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 f
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 c
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at
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 p
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 p
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d 
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at
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at
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 c

an
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pe
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n 
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, p

ra
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e 
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ile
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ho
rit

y 
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e 
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 c
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e 
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r d
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 c
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 b
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t d
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 b
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n 
to

 co
m

m
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 p
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 d
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y 
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 o
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d 

or
 re

vo
ke

 th
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 o
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 C

od
e 

is
 a

m
en

de
d

to
 re

ad
:

37
55

.
(a

)  
Th

e 
bo

ar
d 

m
ay

 t
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 c
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(1
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R
ep

ea
te

d 
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ea

rly
 

ad
m

in
is

te
rin

g 
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re
ct

ly
 

or
 

in
di

re
ct

ly
in
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pr

op
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 re
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ira
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ry

 c
ar

e 
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m

en
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 d

ia
gn

os
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st

in
g 
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 m

on
ito

rin
g 
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ch

ni
qu

es
.

(2
)  

A
ny

 ac
t o

f a
dm

in
ist

er
in

g 
un

sa
fe

 re
sp

ira
to

ry
 ca

re
 p

ro
ce

du
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s, 
pr

ot
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 re

gi
m

en
s, 
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 d

ia
gn

os
tic

 te
st

in
g 

or
 m

on
ito

rin
g 

te
ch

ni
qu

es
.

(3
)  

A
ny

 a
ct

 o
f a

bu
se

 to
w

ar
ds

 a
 p

at
ie

nt
.

(4
)  

A
 v

io
la

tio
n 

of
 a

ny
 p

ro
vi

si
on

 o
f S

ec
tio

n 
37

50
.

(b
)  

Th
e 

bo
ar

d 
m

ay
 d

et
er

m
in

e 
un

pr
of

es
si

on
al

 c
on

du
ct

 in
vo

lv
in

g 
an

y 
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d
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l a
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 o
f r
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 p
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ed

 b
y 
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ne
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ce
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ed
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 a 
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 p
ra

ct
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er

.
(c

)  
A

ny
 p

er
so

n 
w

ho
 e

ng
ag

es
 in

 re
pe
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ed

 a
ct

s o
f u

np
ro
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io
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l c
on

du
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sh
al

l b
e g

ui
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 o
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is

de
m
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no
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al

l b
e p
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he
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 a 

fin
e o

f n
ot

 m
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e
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an
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ne
 th

ou
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nd
 d

ol
la

rs
 ($

1,
00

0)
, o

r b
y 

im
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is
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m
en

t f
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 te

rm
 n

ot
 to

ex
ce

ed
 si

x 
m

on
th

s, 
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 b
y 

bo
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 fi
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 a
nd

 im
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en
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.
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 p
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 C
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 c
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 d
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 c
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 c
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ac
tio

n,
or

 c
ha

ng
es

 t
he

 p
en

al
ty

 f
or

 a
 c
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r c
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 b
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T
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Introduction 

Inhalation Therapy was officially established over 60 years ago. During the early years, respiratory 
therapists (RTs) were referred to as oxygen technicians, and most of their activities involved moving 
cylinders of compressed gas and administering oxygen via nasal catheter or oxygen tent.  Most oxygen 
technicians were trained on the job, although brief training programs began to appear in the late 1940s 
and 1950s. 

After more than a half a century, the profession has evolved from an on-the-job trained workforce to a 
college educated and licensed profession.  In this era, Respiratory Care Practitioners are expected to 
assess and quantify their patient’s conditions while appropriately applying algorithmic protocols in the 
provision of respiratory care.  Critical thinking, decision-making, and competence to perform these 
responsibilities are demanded of practitioners at an advanced level.  Rapidly changing technology has 
increased expectations for the profession, and both the national and California state professional 
organizations representing respiratory care programs have advised that minimum credentialing and 
education is needed for today’s respiratory care practitioners.  

American Association for Respiratory Care (AARC) “2015 and Beyond” Conference Series 

The AARC’s “2015 and Beyond” project was launched in 2007, to set future directions for the respiratory 
care profession in the United States.  Representatives from all stakeholder groups, including not only 
RTs, but also physicians, payers, government officials, credentialers, accreditors, patients, and 
employers were invited to participate.  

The first conference was “Creating a Vision for Respiratory Care in 2015 and Beyond.”  The goal was to 
identify potential new roles and responsibilities of RTs in 2015 and beyond, and to suggest the elements 
of education, training, and competency-documentation needed to assure safe and effective execution of 
those roles and responsibilitiesi. 

The second conference focused on identifying the competencies, knowledge, skills, and attributes 
required to fulfill those future roles, and the proceedings were published in the 2010 paper, 
“Competencies Needed by Graduate Respiratory Therapists in 2015 and Beyond.” There was broad 
consensus with regard to the needed competencies, knowledge, skills, and attributes, but when it came 
to attempting to parse the entry level and advanced level, there was less consensusii.  

The third and final conference focused on transition issues. It attempted to answer the question, how do 
we take the profession from where we are today to where we need to be in the future, and to optimize 
our role and value for our patients and our employers?   As a result, the following recommendations 
were identifiediii: 

Education: 
• Request the Commission on Accreditation for Respiratory Care to change accreditation 

standards requiring minimum education standards at the baccalaureate level by the year 2020. 
 
Credentials: 

• That the Certified Respiratory Therapist (CRT) examination be retired and NBRC examinations be 
modified to reflect appropriate credentialing testing. 
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Licensure: 
• Establish a commission to assist state regulatory boards transition to the RRT requirement for 

licensure as a Respiratory Care Practitioner. 
 
Transition of Respiratory Care Workforce 

• Develop standards to assess competency of RCPs in a variety of work sites addressing 
knowledge, skills, and attributes relative to tasks being evaluated. 

 
Continuing Education: 

• Use clinical simulation as a major tactic for increasing the competency of the workforce. 
 
Promotion of a Career Ladder 

• Explore development and promotion of career ladder education options for members of the 
existing workforce to obtained advanced competencies and the baccalaureate degree. 

 

Beyond 2015:  California Society for Respiratory Care (CSRC) Advocates for RRT as Entry Level 
Standard 

 Even before the AARC began its landmark meetings1-3 “Respiratory Care 2015 and Beyond,” 
members of the California Society for Respiratory Care (CSRC) were actively engaged in dialog 
centered on advancing the profession in California.  In early 2004, the CSRC Board of Directors took 
action and presented to California Respiratory Care Board (RCB) Executive Director with a request 
to “consider or change the entry-level examination from the CRT to the RRT.” It was felt that 
increasing the National Board for Respiratory Care (NBRC) credential from the Certified Respiratory 
Technician (CRT) credential to the Registered Respiratory Therapist (RRT) credential as a California 
license minimum would ultimately lead to higher quality respiratory care for California patients and 
also advance the respiratory care profession in California.  

In September 2005, the CSRC establish an Advanced Practice Commission (APC). The charge was to:  

• Make the RRT credential required to practice respiratory care in the State of California.  
• Initiate and explore the feasibility of working towards the establishment of an advance 

practice credential and license for RCPs who wish to advance their career in critical care 
science and practice.  

• Reach out to and open a dialog with the RCB on how best to press for their development in 
implementation in California.  

The commission produced its first call to action in the form of a CSRC Whitepaper on advancement 
of our professioniv. In this very important first step, the CSRC first called for an RRT license minimum 
in California.  Over the following years, the CSRC and RCB in partnership, studied the issue and 
deliberated to draft and propose legislative initiatives to effect this change. In 2007, the RCB 
published its comprehensive Respiratory Care in California Workforce Report. The report 
highlighted the dynamics involved across California such as the CRT/RRT mix among practitioners. 
This report gave the facts and figures necessary to fully understand the RCP workforce in California. 
In particular, 54% of surveyed educators and 45% of surveyed employers supported RRT as the CA 
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minimum license entry credential. Survey results also supported mandating a time line for RCPs to 
progress from the CRT to RRT credential within a time period such as 3 years after entry. During this 
period, many California Schools were opting to close out their entry programs (CRT) in favor of the 
more comprehensive advanced (RRT) programs. 

By 2013, momentum of advancing the profession and increasing the threshold was evident.  As a 
result, the CSRC updated its Professional Advancement Whitepaper and adopted a formal 
companion CSRC Position Paperv. With these supporting documents, members of the CSRC Board of 
Directors testified on behalf of the CSRC and its constituents advocating in favor of establishing the 
RRT exam as the minimum exam requirement for licensure in California. The RCB passed a motion 
“that the Respiratory Care Board recognize the RRT examination as the minimum requirement for 
licensure for new candidates and to investigate the timeline for implementation”. 

Assembly Bill 1972 was signed into law in July of 2014 by Governor Jerry Brown requiring the RRT 
credential as the minimum threshold for candidates seeking licensure in the state of California.  The 
requirement became effective in January 2015vi.   

California, one of two states to enact the RRT as minimum requirement for licensure, has led nation 
in advancing competency for the profession.  These results were the culmination of many years of 
hard work to help ensure higher quality respiratory care for California patients and effect positive 
change in our profession.  

Continuing Education for California Practitioners 

Continuing education has been an important component to supporting competent and high quality 
care for patients in California.  Practitioners in California have been required to compete 15 
continuing education (CE) units every two years as part of licensure renewal requirements.  A study 
was performed by the CSRC and RCB to evaluate requirement standards for other states as well as 
other health care professions.  When comparing minimum requirements with other licensing states 
throughout the nation, California rankings 11 out of 50 (22 percentile).  When comparing to other 
professions with high levels of responsibility and autonomy, CE requirements for RCPs were the 
lowest. 

Practitioners have always strived to provide quality effective care for Californians.  The “2015 and 
Beyond” conferences have identified high levels of understanding and competency for practitioners 
to effectively support and treat patients.  Continuing education was one of the areas identified in 
which to achieve this objective. 

At their April 2014 meeting, the RCB discussed this issue proposing to increase the number of CEs 
per licensure renewal period to better support the quality and effective care practitioners provide.  
The RCB unanimously approved the measure considering quantitative and qualitative metrics and 
public commentvii. 
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Reprinted from Respiratory Care Board Materials Meeting – November 15, 2013 

The Respiratory Care Board has amended its continuing education (CE) regulations to increase the 
number of CE units required to licensed renewal.  Beginning with licenses that expire on July 31, 
2017, the number of CEs will increase from 15 to 30viii. 

The requirement stipulates that at least two-thirds of CE units (now 20 of the required 30) be 
directly related to clinical practice, and completion of the Law and Professional Ethics Course 
continue to count as three (3) non-clinical CE units. 

The RCB is looking into what additional factors need consideration to ensure the quality of 
continuing education.  A study currently conducted by UCSF is investigating what variables should 
be required for high quality education components.  One factor is designating content areas.  For 
example, the Florida Respiratory Care Board requires certain content areas such as Medical Errors 
as well as Laws and Regulations.  The Ohio Respiratory Care Board requires an Ohio Law and 
Professional Ethics course in meeting CE requirements. 

Another factor being considered is mixture of live versus online continuing education courses.  A 
number of states already stipulate a maximal number of online CEs with the remainder requiring 
live face to face attendance.  Currently Delaware, Florida, Indiana, Minnesota, Massachusetts, New 
York, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Texas, and Vermont identify such requirements. 
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Formal Education Standards for Practitioners 

More than ever, practitioners are expected to be highly knowledgeable, compile an array of 
information and assess complex conditions, as well as competently apply care in many areas 
directly focused and related to respiratory care.  Factors such as increased emphasis on evidence 
based medicine, focus on respiratory disease management, demands for advanced patient 
assessment, and growing complexities of American healthcare overall, clearly mandate that 
respiratory care practitioners achieve formal academic preparation commensurate with an 
advanced practice role. 

There are many respiratory care professional organizations discussing and supporting the 
movement to a Baccalaureate degree as the minimum education standard for entry level practice.   

One such organization is the Coalition for Baccalaureate and Graduate Respiratory Therapy 
Education (CoBGRTE)ix.  CoBGRTE aims to help students, faculty members, and the general public 
learn about baccalaureate and graduate respiratory therapy education in the United 
States. Focused objectives in relation to educational standards are as follows: 

• Assist faculty members that are developing curricula for new baccalaureate and graduate 
respiratory therapy programs. 

• Conduct research on respiratory therapy educational programs and the healthcare 
workforce. 

• Engage in study and planning related to the development of new baccalaureate and 
graduate respiratory therapy programs. 

• Advocate for development and establishment of the baccalaureate and graduate respiratory 
therapy programs. 

In November of 2014, the Coalition for Baccalaureate and Graduate Respiratory Therapy Education 
(CoBGRTE) published a white paper on Respiratory Care Program accreditationx.  In their 
discussions they advocate to increase education standards for Respiratory Care Practitioners: 

“Respiratory care is at a crossroads. Respiratory therapists can choose to continue to 
develop as a profession by advancing the education and credentialing required for entry 
into practice and for advanced practice. The respiratory therapist of the future must focus on 
patient assessment, care plan development, protocol administration, chronic disease 
management and rehabilitation, and patient education, to include tobacco control and tobacco 
cessation. This advanced level professional will continue to assume an essential role as a team 
member in the intensive and acute care settings, applying sophisticated cardiopulmonary 
technologies, additionally serving in clinics, physician offices, home care, long term and 
rehabilitation facilities, industry and educational institutions. In order to realize this potential as 
a profession the numbers of baccalaureate and graduate degree programs must increase, and 
the numbers of respiratory therapists with advanced degrees must increase, including master’s 
and appropriate doctoral degrees. Professional associations and accrediting agencies should 
promote the development of additional baccalaureate and master’s degree programs in 
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respiratory care, which will require the development of a new accreditation system that 
encourages the development of these programs and the enhancement of all existing 
baccalaureate and graduate programs.” 

Additionally, the AARC has released a position statement in regards to respiratory care educational 
requirements for new practitioners entering the field.  The following is an excerpt from their 
recently revised statement in November 2015xi: 

“The primary purpose of a formal respiratory care educational program is to prepare 
competent respiratory therapists for practice across multiple health care venues. 
Respiratory care educational programs are offered at technical and community colleges, 
four-year colleges, and universities. Training and education for entry-to-practice as a 
respiratory therapist should be provided within programs awarding a bachelor’s or 
master’s degree in respiratory care (or equivalent degree titles) and all newly accredited 
respiratory care educational programs must award, as a minimum, the bachelor’s degree 
in respiratory care (or equivalent degree title). Associate degree respiratory care programs 
which are currently accredited by the Commission on Accreditation for Respiratory Care 
(CoARC) should be allowed to continue in good standing as long as they remain in 
compliance with all other CoARC polices and standards. The AARC supports existing and 
future articulation agreements between associate and baccalaureate respiratory therapy 
programs. Respiratory therapists seeking to practice in advanced clinical settings, leadership 
roles, research, and in professional educator roles should seek higher education at the 
masters or doctoral levels.” 

In January 2016, the Committee on Accreditation for Respiratory Care (CoARC) responded 
recognizing and supporting AARC’s position statementxii.  In their response they stated the 
following: 

 “The CoARC acknowledges that respiratory therapists with baccalaureate and graduate 
education are needed in larger numbers to serve as educators, researchers, managers, 
clinical specialists, and other roles throughout the healthcare delivery system. Likewise the 
CoARC recognizes the prominent role played by associate degree respiratory therapy 
programs. To support the increasing extent and complexity of the skills required of 
graduates of Respiratory Care programs and the associated movement of the profession 
toward baccalaureate and graduate degrees, the CoARC Board of Commissioners, in 
collaboration with the AARC, is proposing the following change to Standard 1.01 in the 
Accreditation Standards for Entry into Respiratory Care Professional Practice, to be effective 
January 1, 2018:  

“Except as provided in the following sentence, an educational sponsor must be a post-
secondary academic institution accredited by a regional or national accrediting agency 
that is recognized by the U.S. Department of Education (USDE) and be authorized under 
applicable law or other acceptable authority to award graduates of the program a 
baccalaureate or graduate degree upon completion of the program. For programs that 
were accredited prior to January 1, 2018, an educational sponsor must be a post-

Agenda Item:  9 
Meeting Date:  10/7/16



 

9 
Professional Advancement for RCPs in California   Draft  9/16/2016          CSRC - Ray Hernandez 

secondary academic institution accredited by a regional or national accrediting agency 
that is recognized by the USDE and that is authorized under applicable law or other 
acceptable authority to award graduates of the program an associate or equivalent 
degree upon completion of the program.” 

These proposed changes are currently out for review and CoARC is collecting feedback from 
communities of interest.  They plan to review, discuss, and approve any proposed changes to the 
final draft of the standard at their November 2016 board meeting.  Should they be approved 
changes would take effect in January of 2018.  At that point CoARC would only approve 
Baccalaureate degree programs and no longer approve NEW Associate Degree programs.  Associate 
degree program accredited prior to January 2018 would stay accredited and provide Associate 
degree education as long as they maintain good standing. 

As a result of these discussions, the number of Baccalaureate degree programs have increased.  
While most traditional Baccalaureate and Masters degree programs are situated to the East Coast 
and Midwest, in recent years, more online degree completion programs have been made available 
for practitioners regardless of where they live.  This has provided greater access for California 
practitioners to complete respiratory care baccalaureate degrees. 

Currently, there are few respiratory care baccalaureate programs in California.  However, with the 
increase in demand due to greater need in formal education expectations, more programs have 
become available through private and public education systems. California holds the highest number 
of active licensed respiratory care practitioners in the nation with more than 21,000 (Texas is second 
with under 14,000). The majority of these licensed practitioners have attained an associate degree.  
With the identified need for baccalaureate degree prepared graduates, California demonstrates a 
significant gap in meeting these needs.  

In supporting access to baccalaureate education in California, Governor Jerry Brown, in September of 
2014, signed SB 850 (Block) authorizing the Board of Governors of California's Community Colleges to 
establish a statewide baccalaureate degree pilot program at no more than 15 California Community 
Collegesxiii.  Of the 15 programs, two have been identified in Respiratory Care; Modesto Jr. College in 
Modesto, California and Skyline College in San Bruno, California.  California has become the 24th state in 
the nation to offer baccalaureate degrees within their community college system. 

2020 and Beyond 

California has been a leader for respiratory care practitioners across the nation.  This has been 
evidenced time and time again through standards in licensure, credentialing, and formal and 
continuing education.  Over the next decades, demands for practitioners to critically think, assess, 
and practice within a more independent scope will continue to increase.   These efforts will help 
move the profession beyond providing beside care in the hospital and allow greater opportunities 
for practitioners to engage in care that is outcomes-focused and provides greater impact to the 
future healthcare delivery system. 
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Proposed Locations 

 
 March: Southern California  

June:  Teleconference (if needed)  

October:  Sacramento  
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